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THE FUTURE IS HERE
By Michael Strelcheck

Much has been written during the last thirty years about
“the future” and the progressive changes it would bring. |
think it all started back in the 60’s with that whole Age of
Aquarius thing. [f you are old enough, you'll remember
the ‘flower power era where the youth of the day felt
compelled to embrace the ideal of love not war, which
turned out to be a little too radical a concept to survive.
But the idea of a better tomorrow didn’t die with the hippie
movement and by the 80’s “future vision” was abounding
- everywhere with imaginative images of the Twenty-First
century flowering in movies, novels and scientific
initiatives. (I personally have been eagerly awaiting the
flying car that the cartoon family The Jetsons had and that
Popular Science Magazine predicted would arrive by the
year 2000.)

Along with these fascinating ‘visions of the future’ we
also encountered a birthing of a new spiritual awareness
in the 90’s that gleefully promoted the idea that the new
century would start a new, great age for the human
experience. The new Millennium was prophesied as the
NEW AGE and that as the clock turned, humanity would
mystically cross over into a new enlightened state of
awareness. The hype of the Millennium was brought to a
fever pitch by the concern that the computers of the day
wouldn’t be able to adjust themselves to the event and
would freeze, with disastrous results. It all seemed so
thrilling.

So what happened? Unfortunately not much! 1t seemed
that the future was put on hold and it was back to
business as usual with the future regulated to being a
speculative endeavor again.

Today, as we find ourselves entering the second decade
of the new century, we suddenly find that the future - has
arrived! It's clear that the future that has arrived isn’t what
most were expecting, for the great NEW AGE has seemed
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strongly divided our society as to what to do. We
(including our country as well as others) are now faced
with making some tough decisions as to how to go forward!

As we all know, too well, local governments throughout
our country are faced with shaky economies, which have
in turn created budget short falls that are forcing
communities to defensively alter their services. It seems
as if communities have been forced into a crisis
management posture reacting to one negative element
after another with little time to envision ways to improve
their condition.

What is the problem? In a word — change! It seems our
society, collectively, is having trouble digesting the
changing landscape that has come with the New

" Millennium. Few of the rosy predictions of the Twenty-

First century foresaw a worldwide economic melt-down ~
after all, the NEW AGE was to bring with it a thousand
years of joy and prosperity.
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As all of us know, the thought of imminent change, in°

any part of our life, sends chills down the spine. On one
hand we love the idea of something new (recalling the
optimism President Obama’s election brought with his
mantra of change). but on the other hand we fear change
for what it will cause us to lose.

Perhaps, in order for our society and its communities to
go forward, it would serve everyone better if individuals
would focus on the potential of change rather than its cost.
By that | mean, a person actually gets a choice as to how
they deal with change, and in our society’s case where

change is being forced, it can help to clear the way .

forward. As a wise person once told me when | was going
through personal changes, “One can either embrace
change, for the good it may bring, or be dragged along
with it - kicking and screaming! It's your choice, but
embracing the moment at least lets you help shape the
future where resisting it will only exhaust you.”

One thing is for certain; there is a cost to change and -

maybe the best way to justify that cost (or loss) is by
realizing what could be gained. In fact, when one thinks
of what can be gained, through letting go, it can invoke the
_courage of the heart helping make the transition to the
future palatable.

With this in mind, we come to why the Conscious

Community Newsletter has come into being. The goal of -

this newsletter is to offer an open forum where creative
ideas can be expressed (and shared) that can be helpful
in finding solutions to the difficult situations we find
ourselves in today. The hope is that different ideas and
opinions will fire-up the independent minded individual so
that they can see a way forward to a better future.

The newsletter invites anyone to submit their creative
ideas and opinions across a host of topics, from politics to
health, for all parts of one’s nature can be subjected to the
“winds of change” during these turbulent times.

Politics

My Opinion!
What is government for?

By Dale Lucht

We live in a representative democracy, which means that
we elect representatives who make the rules for us. We
hope to elect people who will follow our wishes, but will
also use their best judgment. We elect leaders; if we don’t
like the way they vote, then don’t vote for them again.
Currently our country is extremely polarized between
individual truths. Those on the right want less government
involvement, those on the left want more involvement. |
lean toward the left. As an example, let's use health care.

The right doesn’t want the government between them and
their doctor. | agree, but they seem not to mind when an
insurance bureaucrat interferes. The profits that the
insurance companies are making are obscene. In my
opinion, we shouid pass laws that make it mandatory that
Health Insurance Companies should be not for profit.
| would prefer that the states handle a single payer

- system.

The states would negotiate with the providers and the
drug companies to get the best value. Each. state would
then administer the program. Some state governments
are more honest than others; it is up to the electorate to
keep them honest.

Let us be honest, Americans are lazy. They pay taxes and
accept it. Do they know where it goes? Unfortunately we
cannot pick which programs should get our tax dollar. |
just said that Americans are lazy; many of them are also
stupid. To be kinder, I'll amend that to misinformed. We
continue to elect representatives who do not have our
best interest at heart. As an example I'll use Joe
Lieberman, the Senator from Connecticut.
When he ran for Vice President with Al Gore, | was not
impressed. Now | detest the man, he acts like weasel,
totally bought and paid for by the insurance companies.

“The Democratic Party dumped him in the last election, so

he ran as an Independent, and won. The electorate had
their chance and blew it. Many polls show that most
people in Connecticut wanted health care reform, and Joe
Lieberman turned his back on them. He said that it would
cost too much.

It will cost a lot of money and we can no longer borrow
money to pay for new bills. It's an adage but true, you
cannot borrow yourself out of debt. We have to balance
the Budget. Electing people, who agree with us, is a start.
Would you rather have healthcare or police the world. We
still have troops in Germany. We still have troops in
Japan. We stili have troops in the Deep South.
Some suggestions:

1. Get rid of the Bush Tax Cuts. This won't affect most of
us.

2. Remove the cap on the amount of money you pay in to
Social Security. This won't affect most of us.

3. Stop the. Corporate Welfare that the government pays
out. Why a corporation worth billions gets welfare is
beyond me. Again, this does not affect me or 95% of
Americans.

| welcome responses to this article. You are welcome to
your opinion; you are not welcome to change the facts.
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